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NOTES. 

LOCALITY AND DIRECTION ON 
BOARD SHIP. 

There does not seem to the writer to 
exist any definite rule or system with refer
ence to the employment of certain terms 
of converse meaning in describing posi
tion and direction on board ship. Probably 
everything turns upon usage, but some 
reader may be able to discover a prin
ciple. " Fore and aft " is an expression 
which indicates the direction of objects 
lying upon, or parallel to, the keel-line of 
the ship. " Aft " also implies direction 
in the matter of progression and observa
tion, for we " walk aft " and " look aft," 
and it may indicate position also, as " I 
was standing aft." But here the con
verse word is not " fore," but " forward." 
We walk and look forward, and we may 
stand or be forward. We never speak of 

as the converse of " aft " in position, and 
also in direction ; " forward " in the same 
way as the converse of " after; " and 
again, in the matter of position only, as 
the converse of " abaft." 

Athwartships is an expression that 
seems to call for no remark. Amidships 
indicates some position or locality in the 
middle region of the ship. Could the word 
be applied to the whole width of the ship 
in this region ? It could hardly be 
applied to a lateral half of that width. 
Would it, though, be correct to say, "It 
is amidships to starboard ? " There is a 
modern usage or practice which raises 
questioning. What is the origin of the 
expression, " Helm's amidships " (mean
ing it is fore and aft), when the helm or 
tiller and rudder are astern ?-J. L. 

walking or looking or being "fore." UNITED STATES NAVY, 1814. 
The word "forward" has clearly a It may be useful to note the fact that 
limited meaning in the description of paper 210 in the Nova Scotia despatches 
position, for it is correct to speak of the of 1815 supplies an "Account of the 
"forward turret." But here the con- Public and Private Armed Vessels belong
verse word would appear not to be" aft," ing to the United States, 1st December, 
as in the indication of direction, but 1814." The columns of information are 
"after." We should speak of the severally headed," Ports, Names, Tonns, 
"after turret." We also speak of the Guns, Men, Remarks." The named 
"after bridge" (where there is one), vessels are some six score in number.
but never, I think, of the "forward D. 0. 
bridge." It is always the" fore bridge," COLOURS. 
and we have the forecastle, as opposed The Calendar of Close Rolls, 45 Ed. III., 
anciently to the .after castle. There 1371, Membrane z8d., in a treaty with 
appears to be some anomaly in the modern certain Flanders cities, says:-" And that 
usage. There is also the word "abaft," upon shewing the charter, the letters of 
describing the position of objects rela- the town and the Jetter of my Lord of 
tively to one another in the direction of Flanders, with his banners and pennons, 
the keel-line, and once the converse word he (the shipmaster) shall freely and peace
was "afore." Now "afore" has dis- ably pass by sea without any impeach
appeared, and " abaft" is opposed in ment by the King's men," an early instance 
this sense to " forward." One thing is of proof of identity by colours. 
forward or abaft of one another. " Abaft" Whilst waiting for a book at the Record 
may also be used to indicate position Office I turned over the pages of the 
generally, as " there is a turret abaft," volume of " Close Rolls" cited, and on 
when there is an implication that there is the principle of " gathering up the £rag
another turret" forward." ments." I send the above to "M.M." 

We thus have " fore " as the converse Possibly some day it may supply a 
of "aft" in direction only, "forward" missing link.-D. 0. 
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NOTES. 219 

LOCAL TYPES AND CHANGES. 
TRows.-The schooner-trows, I under

stand, all hailed from Shropshire, Stour
port being their headquarters ; but they 
worked down the river as far as Glouces
ter ; up-river the depth of water would 
be their only limit. Gloucester, Saul, 
Brimscombe and Ryeford have been given 
to me as the names of trow-building ports, 
but those built at these places were not 
schooner-rigged. 

The earliest picture of a trow that I 
have been able to find is in a woodcut 
view of " Bristol in 165o," taken appar
ently from an old print (Fig. 8). I have 
not been able to trace the original, but 
the trow shown in the woodcut has one 
mast with a yard a-cock-bill, as no 
doubt it would have been when the boat 
lay alongside of a wharf ; it has the 
suggestion of a side-cloth and, what is 
more interesting, a window to starboard 
of the rudder, in its square-tucked stem. 
This latter seems a very probable 17th 
century detail, for deck lights were not 
then in fashion, and this would be the 
natural place for such a cabin-light. 

The boat of the token of 1795, sketched 
by H. H. B., may be a trow. The round 
stem at least is not in itself enough to 
put her outside their class, for round
sternad trows are sometimes built and 
yet called by the name. Captain Nurse, 
my authority for their history, con
siders this a modem innovation ; but it 
may be the revival of a still older type 
than those remembered by him ; the 
rig at all events, allowing for bad drawing 
by the designer, is the early square rig of 
trows. 

@ 

My sketch (Vo. II., p. 202, !fig. 1) of 
the square rigged trow is drawn in 
perspective from a diagram by Captain 
Nurse, as also is my schooner trow 
(Fig. 7). The Turk (Fig. 6) is taken from 
a model at the Louvre, and all the others 
are from my own sketches of actual 
trows. 

The schooner-trow was probably never 
seen beyond the fresh-water limits of the 
river, and has been extinct for nearly 
half a century. All the other types of 
trow, with the exception of the original 
square-rigged variety, may still be seen. 
A few, perhaps never more than two or 
three, trows have been rigged as "dan
dies " with a sprit mizen, very small, and 
set right aft (Fig. g). It is twenty years 
since I last saw one. At that time trows 
were often given a" smart naval appear
ance" by a band of painted ports along 
their sides; now they never have more 
than a line of white or yellow, and rarely 
that. Sometimes a pair of white life
buoys slung astern on either side of the 
rudder give them a grotesque, owl-like 
stare ; at the wrong end of the ship from 
a Chinaman's point of view (Fig. 10). 

It may be of interest to note that for 
some years a sloop-rigged billy-boy, the 
Prince of Wales, of Goole, and a ketch
rigged Dutch barge, the Twee Gexusters, 
worked as trows. The latter is perhaps 
still afloat. 

Up to the present, schooner-rig has 
not been revived for trows ; but this 
may arrive as they grow bigger. I have 
seen, since I wrote of the Salopian 
schooner, a schooner-rigged barge, the 
Goldfinch of Faversham. She has a 
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220 NOTES. 

clipper bow and counter-stern, and at 
some distance would pass for an ordinary 
coasting topsail schooner. She is, how
ever, absolutely flat-bottomed, and carries 
the broad rudder, and the leeboards of a 
Thames barge. A modification of the 
clipper bow has already come to the trow ; 
her open hold has gone and bulwarks are 
now fitted in place of sidecloths ; her 
sides, too, are becoming less barge-like ; 
but she has not yet attained to a counter
stern. When that comes perhaps her 
name will go. 

CORNISH LUGGERS.-For many years 
Cornish fishermen have coquetted with 
the gaff mainsail (or foresail as it is always 
called, in memory of a long-departed 
mainsail), and in a St. Ives or Nevlyn 
fleet as well as that of Porthleven a 
sprinkling of boats thus fitted might be 
seen. A jib, too, is very often carried, 
even with a standing lug foresail, and 
some of the big mackerel boats have 
been rigged as ketches of a sort, although 
such fancy-rigs are chiefly confined to the 
smaller pilchard boats and crabbers. The 
most recent rig, introduced with the 
motor, is that of a leg-of-mutton ketch, 
with a single jib. As without motor 
propulsion the Cornish boats can no 
longer hope to compete with the East 
Coast fleets, or even snatch crumbs 
enough to live upon from the leavings of 
steam-drifliers and trawlers, this rudi
mentary, or vestigial, sail plan will prob
ably take the place of what to many 
people seems one of the most beautiful 
of existing rigs.-R. M. N. 

SOME MODELS AT EARL'S COURT. 
There are to be seen at Earl's Court 

Exhibition in the collection of works of 
art three models, very properly included 
in that department, rigged by Mr. J. T. 
Major, R.N., formerly of the Museum at 
Greenwich. Of these, one;·represents a 
corvette of about r83o, under all plain 
sail. Her period is too recent to require 
description, but in a hundred years, when 
all sailors will be dead, the beautiful 
detail of her rigging, should she survive, 
will afford an interest surpassing even the 
admiration due to the workmanship she 
displays. The other two are attempts at 
reconstructing ships of the late Elizabe
than era. In the hulls, as the accom
panying notices set forth, some fantasy 
has been admitted, but in the masts, 
spars, sails and rigging, a conscientious 
effort has been made to follow available 

authorities. As in the corvette the work
manship down to the smallest points is 
elegant and thorough, and the general 
effect striking. There is much uncer
tainty as to many details of sixteenth 
century rigging, and in a model the only 
alternative to leaving them out altogether, 
or to supplying them from inductive 
guesswork, is to apply the known prac
tices of earlier or later periods. Thus 
the lead of the spritsail braces in the 
larger model belongs to the early seven
teenth century, though one may criticise 
the bringing of the falls of these and of 
the other spritsail gear to the forecastle 
rather than into the head. In the 
smaller model the spritsail braces lead to 
blocks under the foretop, a fashion 
belonging to a still later time, and lasting 
till the end. Again it is doubtful whether 
leading blocks for the martnetts were 
fitted to the topsail yards, though there 
is evidence for their presence upon the 
lower yards. The clew-garnets, too, have 
rather a modern look, for though we 
know from inventories that they were in 
use, the evidence from pictures inclines 
to the belief that they were not per
manently attached to the clews. The 
topsail yards are too square, especially 
in the smaller model, and the foot of the 
topsails is not enough roached. Such 
notwithstanding, the rigging of these 
models, affords a really praiseworthy 
attempt at accurate reconstruction. Mr. 
Morton Nance's convincing little ship, 
lent to S. Kensington, and now on a 
voyage to Amsterdam, is almost the only 
other available example. 

Many more points might be discussed, 
but the chief purpose of this note is to 
excite other members of the society to 
examination and criticism.-A. M. 

THE MIDDLE TEMPLE AND "THE 
MARINER'S MIRROUR." 

It may be of interest briefly to recall 
the connection of the Middle Temple with 
Anthony Ashley, who brought out the 
original Mariner's Mirrour, and with 
Richard Hakluyt of the Principal Navi
gations. There were three brothers 
Ashley, all of them members of that Inn 
of Court. Anthony, the eldest, was 
clerk to the Privy Council, and it was at 
their request that he translated Waghe
naer's Speculum Nauticum in 1588. He 
was knighted in 1596, made a baronet in 
1622, and died in 1627. Robert Ashley, 
the next brother, fourteen years Anthony's 
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NOT-ES. 221 

junior, is in some ways a more interesting 
personality. He proceeded far enough 
along the legal path to be called to the 
Bar, but, like a good many other people 
since his time, not much further. The 
law was hardly his vocation. "I have 
stolne and snatched at vacant times," he 
tells us in the " Advertisement" to one 
of his translations, " some opportunities, 
what by Travaile, Bookes and Conference 
to get some knowledge of forreigne 
countries and vulgar languages : espe
cially those of our neighbours (I meane 
the French and Dutch, the Spanish and 
Italian) that by the perusing of their 
Writings I might also bee made partaker 
of the Wisdome of those Nations." Yet 
his chambers in the Temple were always 
his pied a terre in the midst of his journey
ings: and when he died in 1641 at the 
age of seventy-six he bequeathed his 
collection of books to the Honourable 
Society of which he was a member. 
They formed the nucleus of the Middle 
Temple Library. Many of them, he said, 
were " not easily to be mett withall else
where," and he left them as he did in order 
that they might "happily be usefull to 
some good spirittes " after him. The 
youngest brother, Francis Ashley, culti
vated that jealous mistress the law more 
whole-heartedly and attained eminence 
as a serjeant. He was knighted in 1618, 
and died in 1635. It was in the Middle 
Temple, too, that Richard Hakluyt 
coming from Westminster School to visit 
his cousin and namesake at his chambers 
there, some time before 1570, found lying 
upon his table " certeine bookes of 
Cosmographic with an universall Mapp" 
which aroused his curiosity. His cousin's 
subsequent discourse thereon and certain 
well-known verses of the 107th Psalm, 
which they read together, made so great 
an impression on the youthful Hakluyt 
that he resolved thereupon to prosecute 
"that knowledge and kind of literature" 
with which his name will be always 
associated. " Thus in the Middle Tem
ple," writes Mr. Bedwell, the Librarian of 
the Inn, in his short history of the society, 
" was begun the record of the geographi
cal enquiry which has transfigured the 
map." I am indebted to Mr. Bedwell's 
book for the foregoing particulars about 
the Ashleys.-W. S. 

SEAMAN'S DRESS. 
I have read with much interest Com

mander Robinson's" Notes on the Dress 

of the British Seaman" in the June issue 
of the "M. M.," and although I cannot 
like Sir William Kennedy, go so far back 
as 1852, still I do well remember that 
four years later, namely in 1856, the crew 
of the captain's gig of H.M. Brig Camilla 
(subsequently lost with all hands during a 
typhoon off the coast of Japan), when 
away in the boat wore short petticoats, 
somewhat after the style of a kilt, made 
of white duck in pleats, and reaching 
just below the knees. Also, as late as 
1862, the crew of the Admiral's galley in 
H.M.S. Chesapeake invariably wore bright 
scarlet silk handkerchiefs under their 
collars, in lieu ofthe black ones ordinarily 
worn by the rest of the ship's company. 
I mention these two deviations from the 
established uniform laid down for the 
seamen of the Royal Navy to show that 
as late as 1862 departures from the 
uniform regulations, issued in 1857, 
were countenanced by so strict a dis
ciplinarian as Admiral Sir James Hope, 
during the time he was Commander-in
Chief on the China Station.-A. H. 
MARKHAM. 

THE BOWSPRIT BESIDE THE STEM
HEAD. 

I should be inclined to put the date 
at which the bowsprit moved from beside 
the stem-head to a position directly 
above it (see p. 165) at about 1670-80 
for big English ships. The Royal 
Sovereign, of course, had her bowsprit 
at the side and the same is the case in 
the models of the Loyal London of 1665, 
and the Royal Charles of 1668. I don't 
think it would be easy for re-rigging to 
be responsible for an anachroinsm in 
this respect.-R. C. A. 

SHIPS IN A FROISSART MS. 
One of the two miniatures mentioned 

by R.M.N. (his fig. 3, p. 183) is reproduced 
in De la Ronciere, Vol. 1, p. 468. It is 
said to represent an action off Guernsey 
in 1343.-R.C.A. 

THE SANTISSIMA TRINIDAD. 
This ship is often said to have been a 

four-decker, or at least to have carried 
four complete tiers of guns, whether 
on four decks, or (as Mr. Moore has 
suggested) on three decks and the 
gangways. A drawing from the model 
of the ship, copied byrne at Cadiz in r8gz, 
shows, on the other hand, only three com
plete rows of guns ; this of course would 
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222 NOTES. 

not prevent guns from being mounted 
on the gangways, and the four tiers from 
being thus made up. The original draw
ing, which is richly decorated, has the 
following inscription :-"Plano del navio, 
nombrado La Santissima Trinidad, de 
I 16 Canone, vista por la proa, Construido en 
el Real Arsenal de la Hauan(a), Ano de 
1768." The drawing,, is' carefully done 
and everything points to its being 
authentic. Evidently the ship's arma
ment must have been strengthened before 
the Napoleonic wars.-J. H. 

A REGISTER OF MODELS. 
The Dudhope Park Technical Museum, 

Dundee, contains a number of ship models, 
some particulars of which have been 
kindly sent to me by Mr. A. H. Millar, 
LL.D., the Secretary. The chief of them 
he identifies as H.M.S. Caledonia. Accord
ing to Steel's Navy List for February, 
1806, the Caledonia, no, was laid down 
at Plymouth in 1796. The Dundee 
model measures 7 feet over all, and is 
fully rigged, though Mr. Millar says the 
yards and rigging were damaged when a 
portion of the ceiling fell upon it some 
time ago. He also says that her figure
head, " represents the bust of a female 
figure emblematic of her name, with the 
plaid, bonnet, and thistle of the 'Saxon 
green' (whatever that may be); also 
the bagpipes on each side." There are 
also in this Museum a fully rigged model 
of a 38 gun frigate (late 18th century), 
measuring 5 ft. 9 in. from bow to stem, 
two other rigged models of 18th century 
ships (whether men of war or merchant
men does not appear from my information) 
and two models of early paddle steamers 
of about 1832.-W. S. 

THE NODAL CARAVEL RIG. 
Mr. H. S. Vaughan asks for other 

examples of this rig. Such will be found 
in De Bry and Bruegel, and Juri en de la 
Graviere gives a modernised drawing 
of the same rig. I think Bart. Cres
centios' description of a " caravelle " is 
similar in detail.-W. B. W. 

THE ADLER OF Ltl'BECK. 
With regard to the note on the picture 

of this ship in the Schifferhaus at Liibeck ; 
the inscription, "Renovatum 1608 and 
1621 and 1631 "must refer to the picture 
not to the ship, for she was accidentally 
burnt before 16oo. The crew of the 

Adler is given as numbering goo men; 
this is wrong, as can be imagined for a 
vessel of that size; an authentic list in the 
state archives of Liibeck gives her crew as 
672, including 352 soldiers. This appears 
more likely.-L. ARENHOLD. 

SEVENTEENTH CENTURY BOWS. 
On p. 151 R. M. N. refers to the 

rounded beak-head bulkhead " of the 
Royal Prince as " a peculiar Pett design." 
I fancy he is wrong in this; certainly the 
same form appears in the picture in the 
Defiance and the St. Andrew, a ship built 
by Burrill. I should say that the course 
of development was as follows :-all 
through the XVII. century the forecastle 
bulkhead above the upper deck was 
square ; below the upper deck came the 
normal curve of the ship's bow. In the 
early part of the century the bowsprit 
entered the bows at the middle deck 
level (in a three-decker) ; later it rose, 
the head rose with it, and the rounded 
end of the middle deck was covered up. 
In other words the shape of the brow 
remained the same, it was only a matter 
of how much of it was hidden by the 
head. The photographs of the Albemarle 
model (vol. 2, p. 341), illustrate this 
well. Substitute the beak-head of 1610 
for that of 168o and no change whatever 
would be required in the rest of the bow. 
-R. C. A. 

ANCIENT EGYPTIAN SHIPPING. 
In connection with question No. 30, 

"Early Naval Battles," it may be of 
interest to note that the earliest naval 
expedition of which we have knowledge 
took place under King Sneferu of Egypt 
about 2,500 years before Salamis, in 
about 2950 B.c. This King did much 
for the commercial prosperity of his 
country. We read that he built vessels 
nearly 170 ft. long for the Nile traffic, 
and sent a fleet of 40 ships to the Phoe
nician coast to obtain cedar logs from 
Lebanon. Two hundred years later 
Sahure is also known to have sent a fleet 
with hostile intentions against the inhabi
tants of the Phoenician coast. Four of 
his ships are represented in a relief dis
covered lately at Abusir with Phoenician 
captives on board. These must be the 
earliest known pictures of ship (2750 B.c.). 
Is there any book or article dealing with 
the ships and nautical enterprises of the 
ancient Egyptians ? It would be uniquely 
interesting.-L. McC. G. 
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